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Simbart Projects Çukurcuma hosts 'Residual Recollection' group exhibition featuring the latest 

drawings of Tuğçe Diri, Aras Seddigh and Rabia Seyhan between the dates 20 May-17 July 2021. New layers of 
meaning have been created in the works through the hybrid images that bring together reality and fiction, 
which overflow from the subconscious through architectural sections, textures or symbols. These images, 
created by re-enacting some details that were experienced, seen, learned or thought to have been forgotten 
in the past, are defined as "residuals" in the memory. The images that float between the acquired information 
and consciously recorded images, become concrete in the practice of drawing, which acts like an extension 
of the artists' bodies and minds. 
 

One of the things we should ask when evaluating the practice of the artists in the exhibition is the 
question of how memory, which is a multi-layered, complex, difficult-to-control, cumulative place of 
knowledge and experiences, has transformed with the change of environmental factors and time. In this 
context, Tuğçe Diri's works portray sections of historical places recollected with a ritualistic drawing 
practice, bringing symbols into a new fiction with various forms that have been seen, experienced and 
chosen in perception. Inspired by traditional handcrafts such as illuminated manuscripts, calligraphy and 
ornaments, the artist uses tradition and historical places as a means of identity and ethnicity. According to 
Diri, repetition and cycle is a hint to the visualization and recollection of the supreme totality of the infinite 
universe, while on the other hand it is also a request to re-confront and challenge herself over and over again. 
 

Rabia Seyhan takes deconstruction as a creative process, inspired by the desolated structures and 
ruins that symbolize the transition from an organized to a disorganized state. In the artist’s compositions, 
this process works reverse in which the space becomes completely independent from physical and 
mathematical formulation and turns into an irregular ruin; the existence of an intense symmetry concern 
diametrically opposes the chaos created by this deconstruction. Her drawing practice is based on 
reconstructing these structures that consist of separate parts. 
 

The series ‘Revitalized’ by Aras Seddigh was created at the beginning of the pandemic period and 
deal with concepts such as timelessness, spacelessness, language and identity search with organic and 
inorganic transitions. Seddigh chooses both the paper she uses and the materials on the paper according to 
their effects on the surface: In her world, sharp lines or lines represent the limitations of time and reality, and 
volatile colors or soft stains represent the infinity of fiction. The artist revitalizes some of the images and 
symbols that she used in the past and shows the construction of different forms and subjects. 
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